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Councillor Cyril Weber welcomed everyone to the meeting the minutes of the last meeting 
were noted. 
 
Apologies were received from Michael Barry (Cumbria County Council) David Haughian 
(Cumbria County Council), Susan Fawkes (Cumbria County Council) and Graeme Innes 
(Cumbria County Council) 
 
 
A presentation was given to update Members on current issues. 
 
 
 
 
(1) Carlisle Local Plan for St Cuthbert’s Garden Village 
 
Members noted the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to provide specific design 
guidance on St Cuthbert’s Garden Village was consulted on last year and adopted on 6 April 
2021, this guidance will now be used to assess any application that come forward in the 
absence of the Local Plan. 
 
Consultation feedback will be published soon with work to finalise the Local Plan policies are 
still ongoing an update will be giving at the next meeting. 
 
Members noted that the Transport Improvement Study for St Cuthbert’s Garden village is 
underway and will be completed by Summer 2021 using outputs from LCWIP. 
 
Members also noted that parallel to the Transport Improvement Study there would be an 
Education Impact Assessment considering various scenarios towards education provision in 
the area. 
 
A member asked if the impact on the local roads in the area would be included in the study, 
A member hoped that study would encourage more people to walk and reduce the carbon 
footprint, it was also asked if the County Council’s Local Management of preventing 
pavement parking was also including in the study. 
 



Members were informed that the Transport Improvement Study covers the whole of the city 
area including local roads such as Brisco Road, Durdar Road and Scalegate Road 
surrounding the SCGV which would be key elements of that study. The shift of people using 
other forms of transport is a key driver within the SCGV proposals. 
 
(2) IDP Annual Report 
 
Members were informed that IDP Funding Gap Report should be produced by the end of 
June, reporting on the year ending March 2021, this will be reported back at the next 
meeting. 
 
(3) Sewells Lonning  
 
Members noted this was a scheme to widen the junction onto London Road to allow two-way 
traffic to help support future development of the Garden Village  
 
Members noted that this is now completed with the Traffic Regulation Order to allow two-way 
traffic flow with a 7.5t weight limit to discourage heavier vehicles is now in place. 
 
(4) Carlisle Southern Link Road 
 
Members noted that in 18 March Cabinet agreed to appoint Morgan Sindall to undertake the 
Detailed Design of the road. 
 
(Stage 1) and Construction (Stage 2) of the road. 
 

 Stage 1 (Detailed Design) will be completed within 12 months.  

 Stage 2 (Construction) will commence in Spring 2022 and will be complete by May 
2024 

 Stage 2 will only commence upon completion of an affordability review following 
completion of the Detailed Design 

 
Preparation of witness statements is ongoing in readiness for the Public Inquiry for the 
Compulsory Purchase Orders due to commence 14 June 2021. 
 
Members were informed that Alan Bingham has been appointed Project Director and will join 
Cumbria County Council in the next 3 months. 
 
(5) Rail Update 
 
Members noted Consultants to support the development of the strategic and economic 
cases is now in place strengthening the business case, providing evidence on the wider 
economic impacts of the scheme, the outline  business case to the Department of Transport 
is expected to be submitted by Autumn this year. 
 
(6) Community Rail Update 
 
Members noted that Community Rail Partnership funding bid to Avanti West Coast for 
improvements to Platform 2 have been delayed to Covid related issues. 
 
Community Rail Cumbria is working with Tyne Valley CRP and the Settle-Carlisle 
Development Company to consider a joint project to promote the CRP lines at Carlisle 
station.  Passenger footfall is steadily increasing making social distancing difficult. 
 
 
 
 



(7) The Citadels Project 
 
Members noted this was part of the Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal with £50m allocated 
to bring new purpose to the iconic Citadels, a new home for the University of Cumbria and 
Transformational Gateway to the city centre.  Members were informed that good progress 
was being made with the University of Cumbria, Cumbria County Council and Carlisle City 
Council are working towards completion of the Business Case by June 2021.   
 
(8) Carlisle Station 
 
It was noted that the Funding Agreements with Northumberland County Council and the 
Implementation Agreement with Network rail to deliver the Station interior and building 
façade has now both been signed along with the County Council confirming the borrowing in 
February. 
 
The Funding split £20m from Borderlands Initiative, Cumbria County Council allocated 
£3.5m to support the project with match funding investments from Avanti.  A requirement 
from Government that we are contractually committed to the project by the end of March 
2021 has now been satisfied.  The Design and Build contractors to deliver the Northern 
gateway and the first phase of the Southern gateway proposals are now in place.  Further 
engagement with Members and wider stakeholders is planned during the design 
development. 
 
(9) Carlisle Transport and Movement Plan  
 
There was no update for this meeting 
 
(10) Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 
 
Members received details of the timescale for the Plan Stage 1 and Stage 2 have been 
completed and now at Stage 3 and 4 which would look at how the connections would 
support St Cuthbert’s Garden Village and the Carlisle Station developments. Members noted 
that there will be a Public Consultation Commencing on 7 May 2021 – 21 May 2021.  Stage 
5 would analyse the results of the consultation to prepare for the Priority Network Plan which 
should be completed by September 2021 which would then qualify Carlisle LCWIP to bid for 
funding from the Government. 
 
(11) High Street Fund and Town Deal 
 
It was noted that the Town Deal and the Future High Street bids had been approved by 
Government with a total of £28.8M Future High Street Fund receiving (£9.1M) and the Town 
Deal (£19.7M).  To reflect the funding received for the FHSF the city council has now 
updated the proposal and removed the Hoopers Project from the programme and the Castle 
Street redevelopment will now be a phased approach.  
 
It was noted that its now at the delivery phase working with the County Council to deliver the 
Market Square and Devonshire street improvements.   
 
The Board has agreed Heads of Terms on the offer of £19.7m for the Town Deal but need to 
identify savings, stage one is now complete and has identified £2.8M, Stage two to re-
prioritise existing projects is now underway. Decision to further reduce and cost of 
programmes or remove projects will be taken to the next Town Deal Board in May. 
 


